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Welcome to Lyric’s ‘WE WILL ROCK YOU’ and Ben
Elton’s zany, hilarious story set to the iconic music
of QUEEN. Maybe more than any other year we are
delighted, even grateful, to be able to introduce
a new production to Ballarat audiences. “Under
Pressure” is not only a song in the show, it is an ironic
comment on the pandemic’s influence on our ability
to produce live performances and your opportunity
to be able to attend live theatre. However, with great
determination we are producing, and with expectant
enthusiasm you are attending. While we thank all
of our dedicated performers and support crew, we
must thank you for supporting their outstanding
contribution to the community’s overall quality of life...
as QUEEN say, “These Are The Days Of Our Lives”, make
the most of them.
And, quality is what you should expect in this
production. When you read the bios of our creative
team you will see the depth of their experience that
results in a show with “A Kind of Magic” that will make
you laugh and compel you to sing along. Stephen
Armati (Director), Kristiana Withers (Choral Director)
and Katherine Armati (Choreographer) have been
joined by Jane Nice, whom we welcome for her first
time with LYRIC as Musical Director. Jane leads a rock
band whose motto would have to be “We Will Rock
You”. Lyric’s ‘ROCK OF AGES’ (2016) band ‘Arsenal’ Dave Clark, Adam Cameron, Shane Pearson, Lyndon
Kriss and Jason Hubble have re-united to play
alongside Adrian Liston and Stewart Greedy to create
our own super group.
Lighting Design by Matthew Heenan and Laurence
Heenan (Mystic Entertainmentz) will transform the
150 year old Her Majesty’s Theatre live stage into

a futuristic 450 year old digital stage where live
performances are forbidden...also familiar territory
recently! The massive LED screen, cleverly activated
by digital design guru Matt Osborne, will enhance the
computerised world that set designer Matthew Noble
and his team have constructed. Sound Designer
Greg Ginger (Outlook Communications) has created
an atmosphere where rock anthems to ballads and
conversations are heard at their best while Nikki
McKinnon (Hair Design) and Cathy Heenan (Makeup Design) decorate our already beautiful cast.
Props Manager Marnie Bonell-Huy sources or makes
the myriad of props essential to round out the show.
Once again Paula Robinson is our Stage Manager... a
perfectionist, a type of very nice “Killer Queen” of the
backstage, who will run this production with precision.
The backstage crew under Braydon McKinnon and
the front-of-house team under Claire Thorpe ensure
that the cast and the audience have a great night.
The cast is a triumph! Our principals Montgomery
Wilson, Vanessa Belsar, Rachel Angee, Gareth
Grainger, Shelley Szova, Dylan Shalless and Corey
Hall, supported by an outstanding ensemble will raise
your spirits, make you laugh and bring to life the great
songs of QUEEN.
Behind all of this is a Committee and Production
team, the quiet achievers, who ensure that as Freddie
Mercury’s last song was prophetically titled “The
Show Must Go On”, does go on. To our sponsors, we
sincerely appreciate what you do to keep the live
stage alive in Ballarat.
So sit back and enjoy this rhapsody (the Bohemian
type of course!) that we are so proud to present.

The committee of LYRIC are very grateful for the generosity of Terry Cunnington and Paul Plank for providing
“on-set” rehearsal space. Bishop Paul Bird and the staff of St Patrick’s Cathedral have been instrumental in
enabling us to rehearse in their facility for the last three productions - a massive contribution. Juliana Addison
MLA and her staff have been pivotal in ensuring that LYRIC was able to perform to maximum capacity
audiences in light of the current Covid-19 restrictions.
Vale David Haymes
David, his company and his family have been generous supporters of all things Ballarat and LYRIC has been a
beneficiary of that philanthropy for decades. We have spilt a lot of Haymes paint on our boards in that time and
we are grateful for your help.
Special Thank You
Helen and Peter Nethercote, on behalf of Peter’s Ballarat Theatre Company (1982-2021), have made a major
contribution to LYRIC to enable us to fund the fostering of new local talent in live musical theatre. Peter has
also had significant roles as Actor, Costume Design, Set Design and Director with LYRIC and we would like
to acknowledge this generous donation and to thank him for the wonderful BTC productions that he has
produced for Ballarat over the last 39 years.

Craig Revel Horwood
Patron
Director/Choreographer UK
TV Personality UK
Judge ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ UK

I have always loved QUEEN since high school. In 1977, during music studies at Granville Boys in Sydney, we were
handed an assignment to study QUEEN’s ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’. I was 12 years old and the song had been in
the charts from its release in 1975. It was cutting edge at the time, written by Freddie Mercury for the band’s
1975 album, ‘A Night at the Opera’.
The song is a six-minute suite, notable for its lack of refraining chorus and consisting of several sections: an intro,
a ballad segment, an operatic passage, a hard rock part, and a reflective coda. ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ is one
of the few songs from the 1970s progressive rock movement to have achieved widespread commercial success,
appealing to a mainstream audience. This school assignment left a lasting impression on me and later inspired
and shaped my future in the Arts.
With twenty-four of QUEEN’s biggest hits, combined with Ben Elton’s hilarious futuristic comedy writing, ‘We Will
Rock You’ boasts the scale and spectacle that marked the band’s legendary live performances.
‘We Will Rock You’ will continue to be one of the most spectacular musicals to tour the world. As Patron of
Ballarat Lyric Theatre, I am thrilled local audiences will get the opportunity to experience this phenomenon.
Hold on to your seats people, and get ready to be taken on the ride of your life, 300 years into the future...

A message from
Brian May
Lead guitarist
QUEEN
Hey folks, it’s Bri here. Just a
message for all you beautiful
people of the cast, and the
band and the production team
of We Will Rock You, Ballarat. You
will rock ‘em you will kill ‘em.
The vibe is strong with you.
Go rock and have fun. God
bless you and thank you for
flying the flag.

Stephen Armati
Director
Stephen returns to direct his fifth show for Ballarat Lyric Theatre, having directed the critically acclaimed and
successful seasons of ‘Les Misérables’ (2020), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (2019), A Day with Disney (2019) and Jesus Christ
Superstar (2018). When not behind the scenes directing, Stephen is an award-winning performer whose on
stage credits include Jean Valjean in ‘Les Misérables’ (AMCS), Old Deuteronomy in Cats, Denis Dupree in
‘Rock of Ages’ (Ballarat Lyric Theatre), Engineer in Miss Saigon and Amos in Chicago (BLOC). Other credits
include Dennis/Sir Galahad (Spamalot) and Mitch Mahoney (Putnam’s 25th Annual Spelling Bee) for Livid
Productions, Pirate King (Pirates of Penzance), Beast (Beauty & the Beast), Johnny Casino (Grease) and Chris
(Miss Saigon) for AWTCO, the latter winning him a ZONTA Award for “Best Lead Male in a Musical”. He also
performed professionally in the World Premiere of Strange Bedfellows – A New Musical, as well as a featured
soloist at events like Albury, Wodonga & Ballarat Carols by Candlelight, Man from Snowy River Festival, A Night
on Broadway, and Broadway to Ballarat. Stephen is also an active member of the committee for Ballarat Lyric
Theatre, and thanks the company for their continued trust and confidence they have had in him, and the
opportunities they have provided not only to him, but also the continuing platform of growth, guidance and
support that they provide to many others, which is a testament to why so many great people keep coming back.

Directors Notes

Is it better to have known, and know what you are missing,
rather than to never have known and only wonder? The
parallels between ‘We Will Rock You’ and the pandemic
environment we are all living in at present are uncanny. In
this show, the Bohemians long for a world that they have only
read about, and can only imagine. We, on the other hand,
have lost liberties and a way of life that we had become so
accustomed to. Travel, visiting friends and loved ones - even
leaving our homes whenever we wanted - were things taken
for granted. Who would have thought that we would be
living in a world where we are limited to attending funerals,
weddings were banned, booking in to having a beer and
a meal at a pub was normal, travelling interstate was an
hour by hour proposition and that travelling overseas was
prohibited? Are we any different to the Bohemians? Me
thinks….yes, only in as far as we know what we have lost.
The Arts has suffered with many of our friends, and even
those we don’t know, struggling to make ends meet. Good
friends of mine, highly-skilled in their field of the Arts, spent
months picking potatoes in order to support themselves and
their young families - they were an inspiration to many of us.
They never gave up on the joys of their chosen profession.
We all know these people. Despite the Arts sector employing
more people than the mining industry and energy sector
combined – governments have delivered zero to the Arts
during the pandemic. Yet, it was the Arts that got us through
the lockdowns as we stayed at home, watching TV, and live
streaming shows as the Arts industry pivoted for its survival.
In February, the 48 performers in front of you, plus more
behind the stage, commenced rehearsing for this show,
with the knowledge from the very start this show may not go
ahead, or may get pulled with little notice. They continued to
rehearse 12 hours a week for five months, noting that they are
volunteers, with their only aim being the joy of entertaining
you!
We all thank you, our audience, for your presence and
support of us today. At this show, our reward is your applause
and whilst it’s mainly for those on/off-stage, we ask that it is
also for ALL those in the Arts sector. This show is dedicated to
those of you who embraced the spirit of Freddie and QUEEN,
and insisted that...the Show Must Go On!

Jane Nice
Musical Director
Jane has worked extensively in Ballarat as an
accompanist, repetiteur, keyboardist, arranger
and Musical Director since moving to Ballarat
in 1990. She has been fortunate to have
had involvement with many organisations
and ensembles, working with beginners and
professionals alike. Whilst she enjoys being
able to play anything from classical to jazz,
Jane’s real passion lies with music theatre
and has been involved in 40 productions in
the last 15 years. Jane is currently the school
accompanist at Loreto College, accompanist
for Sing Australia, Bigger Hearts Dementia
choir and accompanies the Contemporary
Vocal section at the Royal South Street
Eisteddfod as well as for AMEB and VCE
examinations. This is Jane’s first role as MD with
Ballarat Lyric Theatre and she is very thankful
for the support she has received from the
company, committee and production team.
She would also like to thank her wonderful
band, through whom the iconic music of
QUEEN is reproduced so brilliantly. What
makes this production so special for Jane is
that the music of QUEEN was a favourite of her
late mother Deirdre Foyster, herself a talented
lady who was well known to the Ballarat
musical community.

Katherine Armati
Choreographer /
Costume Design
‘We Will Rock You’ is Katherine’s fifth show with
Ballarat Lyric Theatre having previously Directed
and Choreographed ‘Cats’, ‘Jekyll & Hyde’, ‘Les
Misérables’ and ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’. Katherine
also choreographed ‘Mary Poppins’, ‘Chicago’ and
‘Miss Saigon’ for BLOC Music Theatre, and prior to
that she worked extensively with Albury Wodonga
Theatre Company for many years. After a turbulent
year for theatre and travel (Katherine’s day job),
she is really excited to be back creatively. The cast
of 48 have worked so hard on the choreography
for this show, many coming in early to spend extra
time on movement - including over Zoom!
A NOTE FROM THE CHOREOGRAPHER
With over half the cast not being dancers, I am so
proud of numerous cast members for trusting me
that they can dance, and proving it to themselves
too! Paul, Emerson and Alex, people like you are
the reason I love community theatre. To see you
grow and shine fills my heart with joy. I want to
personally thank Leanne Westblade for bringing
my Killer Queen and Yuppie costumes to life, you
are a phenomenal woman. Cara Watson, spending
endless hours painting costumes as I took over
your house when mine was full. And Stephen, you
have supported me these last 18 months through
the hardships of work and Covid - your strength
means everything. Enjoy this show - sing, dance
and laugh! Goodness knows, we all need it. x

Kristiana Withers
Choral Director

Paula Robinson
Stage Manager

Kristiana Withers made her debut as Choral
Director with Ballarat Lyric Theatre in 2020 in
‘Les Misérables’. This will be her second major
production with Lyric as she choral directs
‘We Will Rock You’ and also participates as a
cast member. Her previous theatrical roles
have included co-directing and producing
a number of high school musicals including
‘Fiddler on the Roof Jnr’ and performing in
the ensemble of the 2016 BLOC production of
‘Wicked’. She enjoys playing many different
instruments and has been a member of
the Ballarat Wind Orchestra and Haddon
Community Concert Band.

Paula’s association with Ballarat theatre
started when she was just 9 years old and
since then she has been involved both on
stage and as a pit musician. In addition,
she has worked in various backstage roles
with Ballarat Lyric, BLOC, SBC and Mystic
Entertainmentz, on shows including ‘Singing
in the Rain’, ‘The Sound of Music’, ‘Oklahoma’,
‘Bare’, ‘The Phantom of the Opera’, ‘Chicago’
and others. Her range of experience as
actor, musician and theatre technician have
allowed her to move into the complex role
of Stage Manager in recent years, Stage
Managing shows such as ‘Xanadu’, ‘Anything
Goes’, ‘Honk’, ‘Legally Blonde’, ‘Miss Saigon’,
‘Mary Poppins’, ‘Wicked’, ‘Spamalot’ and ‘Les
Misérables’. Paula would like to acknowledge
the extraordinary expertise and support of her
Deputy Stage Manager, Braydon McKinnon
and the incredible hard work of the Assistant
Stage Managers and crew who make the
impossible possible.

While English-born, Kristiana completed
all her schooling in Brisbane, where she
continued her education by completing a
Bachelor of Music (Vocal) at the Queensland
Conservatorium of Music in 1990. After
marrying Jonathan and starting their family,
she graduated with a Bachelor of Education
(Music/ESL) at Deakin University in Burwood,
Melbourne in 2001. She has been living in
Ballarat since 2006 and working at several
schools across Ballarat. She held the role of
Choral Director at Ballarat Grammar School
from 2018-2020. She is currently studying a
Diploma of Modern Languages (French) and
working full-time as a classroom teacher at
Damascus College.

Greg Ginger
Sound Design
for more than 30 Years. Greg has designed

Matthew &
Laurence Heenan
Lighting Design
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Mystic Entertainmentz was started back when

Production of the Year winners ‘CATS’ for Ballarat

the lighting desk at Her Majesty’s was a massive

Lyric Theatre in 2007, ‘Seussical’ for Whitehorse

forty channels. Many things have changed since

(2008), ‘Les Misérables’ for Ballarat Lyric Theatre

then, but HMT is still a stunningly beautiful venue

(2009), ‘The Boy from Oz’ for Leading Note

to call home for almost two months most years.

Theatre (2011) and ‘Wicked’ for Bendigo Theatre

Working on the Lyric and BLOC shows each year,

Company (2019). Junior Production of the Year

seeing familiar and new faces is like being a
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part of a very large family. It is also a time when

Musical Theatre Company in 2006 and 2008,

Matthew, Laurence, Cathy and Siobhan are in the

and ‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ for Westbourne

same building and there is another generation

Grammar School in 2009. Greg has been

almost in the wings. Matthew is still the Audio-

awarded Best Sound at the Lyrebird Awards for

Visual manager at the Mercure Ballarat, is a CCU

Babirra Music Theatre’s ‘Guys & Dolls’ (2004),

and camera operator, has been a lecturer for

‘Me & My Girl’ (2005), The ‘Sentimental Bloke’

a BA in Theatre Production, worked in television

(2009), ‘The King and I’ (2015) and, Whitehorse

and professional theatre. Laurence builds sets,

Musical Theatre’s ‘Crazy for You’ (2006) and

props and puppets, performs at Kryal Castle

‘The Producers’ (2007). Professionally, Greg has

and has a Bachelor of Arts in Musical Theatre.

designed sound for ‘Certified Male’ (2003), ‘Brave

Laurence played Jesus in ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’,

Men Run in Our Family’ (2007), ‘Menopause the

Bert in ‘Mary Poppins’, Mungojerry in ‘Cats’ and

Musical - Australian Tour’ (2008-09), ‘Bring it On

Billy in ‘Anything Goes’. Mystic also works with

- Australian Tour’ (2019) and the current 2021

dance schools, especially BCMA, as well as

Australian tour of ‘The Wedding Singer’. Greg

many corporate audio visual events. Thank you

won the 2019 Music Theatre Guild of Victoria

to all who assisted on the bump in and those

award for Sound Design for ‘Wicked’ with Bendigo

who make all the work turn to fun. Point us to the

Theatre Company and the 2019 GAT Award for

party!

Greg has been involved in amateur productions

Best Sound for Warragul Theatre companies
‘Beauty and the Beast’. Greg has proudly
designed sound for all the Ballarat Lyric Theatre
productions since 2002.

Matthew Osborne
Audio Visual Design

Matthew Noble
Set Design

Originally from Sydney, this will be Matt’s first

Matt’s love of all things musical stems from his

theatrical production in Victoria.

background in folk, blues and roots music. Since

Matt specialises in creating content for festivals,

moving to Ballarat, he has pursued drama and

concerts, broadcast and theatre. Starting in

musical theatre through his association with

Theatre over 15 years ago, first on stage, then

numerous local companies. His guises over the

mixing audio, then lighting and then visuals -

years have included actor, stagehand, lighting,

which has become his main focus. Matt has

musician and musical direction. This year’s

worked on large scale music festivals and tours

Lyric production of ‘We Will Rock You’ is his first

including: Designer and Production Manager

foray into set design. It has been a privilege

DEFQON.1 Australia (2009-2016), Live Visuals EDC

to work with such a strong and experienced

Las Vegas (2017-2019), Dreamstate USA (2019),

production team. He would like to acknowledge

MaRLo’s Altitude Global Tour. Theatre will always

the dedication and efforts of the set building

be Matt’s home, there is something far more

team under the experienced direction of Paul

rewarding about being able to spend the time

Trevenen. Matt’s credits include ‘Twelve Angry

to get a moment just right. Matt has worked on

Men’, ‘Chess’, ‘Half a Sixpence’, ‘Oliver’, ‘Chicago’,

original productions including: ‘Big M Circus’

‘Annie’, ‘Bugsy Malone’, ‘Cabaret’, ‘The Producers’,

(2018), ‘Bloodhound Boys’ (2018), ‘Spiegel’esque’

‘Singing in the Rain’, ‘Bare’, ‘Oklahoma’, ’Narnia’,

(2016 Spigel Zelt), ‘Days like these’ (2017), ‘The

‘The Sound of Music’, ‘Parade’, ‘Miss Saigon’,

Astronaut’ (2016 Blue Room), ‘Cartography’

‘Wicked’, ‘Spamalot’, and ‘Les Misérables’.

(2014 Actors Centre), ‘I Love Todd Sampson’
(2014 Pier ⅔). Matt has also designed lighting
and content for amateur productions of ‘Matilda’
for International Grammar School (2021),
‘Importance of being Earnest’ for Pymble Ladies
College (2021), and ‘Wicked’ for Manly Musical
Society (2017).

Nikki McKinnon
Hair Design /
Assistant Production
Manager
Nikki has been designing wigs and hair as
head of the hair crew, backed by her wonderful
team of hairdressers, for several years now. She
would like to thank them for their ongoing help
and involvement. We all love the fast-paced
backstage challenges and being a part of
bringing characters to life. Ballarat Lyric Theatre
creates a fun and loving environment, and
makes you feel like part of the family. Nikki and
her team hope you enjoy our version of
‘We Will Rock You’!

Cathy Heenan
Make Up Design
Cathy has been involved with Ballarat Lyric
Theatre for nearly 35 years, and has been head
of Make Up for 30 years. She loves the challenge
of helping to create the look for a character and
‘We Will Rock You’ has given her many wonderful
characters to work with! Cathy would like to
thank her crew for their support and together
with the cast for making the Make Up room such
an enjoyable place to be.

Marnie Bonell-Huy
Properties Manager
Marnie has been involved with Ballarat Lyric
Theatre for over 26 years, and a committee
member for 20 of those years. This will be her
seventh production as Props Manager. She has
either performed on stage or worked backstage
on 41 productions since moving to Ballarat in
1993, with her husband, after serving in the Navy
for six years. Theatre is her passion. Marnie has
three grown sons who also enjoy working on
productions. The whole family is involved in one
way or another, either performing, set building,
theatre technician, lighting - it’s in their blood, too.
Marnie has enjoyed making and creating some
of the “futuristic” props used in this production.
She said it had been a privilege and pleasure
to hear QUEEN songs performed for you, by this
wonderful cast. She hopes that you “Break Free” in
this wonderful production. It is for “The Champions”
in us all!

Behind the Scenes
Alison Trevenen
Executive
Producer

Braydon McKinnon
Deputy Stage
Manager

Jan Bonell-Huy
Assist. Stage
Manager

Marcus Hovey
Assist. Stage
Manager

Declan Kelly
Assist. Stage
Manager

Tess Kelly
Production
Manager

Samantha Stobie
Director’s
Assistant

Barbara Stead
Costume
Coordinator

Jessica Brady
Publicity
Manager

Claire Thorpe
Front of House
Coordinator

The Story

Based on the music of QUEEN, ‘We Will Rock You’ is set 300 years in the future, in a futuristic
and globally-corporate world. Planet Earth has been renamed the iPlanet and is controlled
by the Globalsoft Corporation. The head of Globalsoft is the sinister Killer Queen, who has
banned all non-computer generated music. She has heard of a prophecy that instruments
have been hidden somewhere on the iPlanet and that ‘The Dreamer’ will emerge from the
Bohemians to show them the way. She orders her Chief of Police, Khashoggi, to get to the
bottom of the matter and crush any rebellion. Meanwhile, Galileo Figaro, a young student
and outsider, is desperate to “Break Free” from this corporate world. He hears lyrics in his
dreams and is heralded as the star of the prophecy by the Bohemians who have been
searching for the lost instruments. To fulfill the prophecy, Galileo must evade the clutches of
the Killer Queen and finally bring back rock ‘n’ roll. With the help of Buddy, the wise leader
of the Bohemians, Galileo and Scaramouche find rock’s Holy Grail - Brian May’s guitar buried in the remains of Wembley Stadium.

Ben Elton meets our cast
In April this year Ben Elton invited our Director and principal cast to meet him at his hilarious
one man show BEN ELTON - LIVE 2021. He spent time talking with them about how the show
came about and how he had developed their characters. He thereafter generously sent a
video message to Lyric while continuing his tour to New Zealand:

“Hello to all the cast and crew of WE WILL ROCK YOU. Ben Elton here. I know you
are getting ready to rock the socks off Ballarat and I just wanted to let you know
that I can feel the awesome vibe from this hotel room in Wellington, New Zealand.
I know you are going to be champions with hearts of solid rock. I salute you!”

A NEW MUSIC SCHOOL HAS
OPENED IN BALLARAT!

Offering singing, instrumental, and
group classes for ALL ages
Book a Free Trial in any class with
the promo code WEWILLROCKYOU
Come and visit our newly-renovated studios in
Ballarat East [we supply the good vibes!].

www.soundcheckstudios.com.au
@soundcheckballarat

We Will Rock You

0422 680 761

Act 1
INNUENDO

Freddie & Company

RADIO GA GA
Ga Ga Kids, Teachers

I WANT TO BREAK FREE
Galileo, Scaramouche

SOMEBODY TO LOVE
Scaramouche, Teen Queens

KILLER QUEEN
Killer Queen, Yuppies

UNDER PRESSURE
Galileo, Scaramouche

A KIND OF MAGIC
Killer Queen, Khashoggi, Yuppies

I WANT IT ALL
Brit, Oz, Bohemians

HEADLONG
Brit, Oz, Galileo, Scaramouche

NO-ONE BUT YOU
Oz, Bohemians

CRAZY LITTLE THING CALLED LOVE
Brit, Oz, Galileo, Scaramouche, Bohemians

THE FIGHT - OGRE BATTLE

The Cast

Principals

by QUEEN and BEN ELTON

Understudies

The Band

Jane Nice

MD/Keyboard 1

GALILEO

Montgomery Wilson

Stewart Greedy

Keyboard 2

SCARAMOUCHE

Vanessa Belsar

Jason Hubble

Keyboard 3

KILLER QUEEN

Rachel Angee

Dominique Sharp

Lyndon Kriss

Guitar 1

KHASHOGGI

Gareth Grainger

Matthew Kaess

Adam Cameron

Guitar 2

OZ

Shelley Szova

Genevieve Chalkley

Shane Pearson

Bass

BRIT

Dylan Shalless

Matthew Bandy

Dave Clark

Drums

BUDDY

Corey Hall

Joe Lacey

Adrian Liston

Percussion

Act 11
ONE VISION

Ga Ga Kids

FLASH
Doctors, Bohemians

SEVEN SEAS OF RHYE
Khashoggi, Doctors, Bohemians

WHO WANTS TO LIVE FOREVER
Scaramouche, Galileo

FAT BOTTOMED GIRLS
Killer Queen, Yuppies

DON’T STOP ME NOW
Killer Queen, Yuppies

ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST
Killer Queen

HAMMER TO FALL
Galileo, Scaramouche

THESE ARE THE DAYS OF OUR LIVES
Buddy, Bohemians

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS
Bohemians

BICYCLE RACE
Bohemians

HEADLONG REPRISE
Galileo, Scaramouche, Buddy

LOVE OF MY LIFE
WE WILL ROCK YOU
Galileo, Scaramouche, Buddy & Company

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY
Galileo, Scaramouche, Killer Queen,

Ensemble

Khashoggi & Company

Katherine Armati • Matthew Bandy • Jessica Brady • Hammond Buckland • Genevieve Chalkley • Jordyn Chapman
Heleana Cook • Jacinta Drake • Isabelle Farrah • Matthew Gay • Zara Hayward • Tori Heenan • Jai Hillas
Sarah Hiller • Phillip Howden • Matthew Kaess • Lochlain Kelly • Tess Kelly • Joe Lacey • Daniel Lamech
Zenaye McKee • Bethany Moloney • Brandon Moore-Trye • Alexander Morley • Rylie Mulrooney • Harriet Murphy
Victoria Parry • Lilly Pennell • Catherine Pettie • Dana Reynolds • Emma Rix • Paul Roberts • Dominique Sharp
Emerson Tolliday • Caleb Tong • Elaine Tso • Mei Turnbull • Jessica Wilkinson • Genevieve Withers • Kristiana Withers
Featuring - Steve Moneghetti AM

The Band

What is it that makes QUEEN one of the most famous bands in history? Is it because of their inspiring,
dramatic and anthemic songs that never seem to get old? Is it perhaps that Freddie Mercury was one of
the greatest frontmen in the history of rock, with his flamboyance and his four octave vocal range…that he
could have sung alongside Pavarotti instead of singing rock music? Perhaps it has something to do with the
diversity of songwriting or the extraordinary musicianship. QUEEN produced everything from quasi-operetta,
pop, glam rock, hard rock and jazz with a musical sophistication rarely seen before.
The music is what truly rocks this musical, and a lot of the songs are intricate masterpieces that require skill to
reproduce accurately but also need to be played with confidence and guts! The experience of ‘We Will Rock
You’ should be a mix of musical and concert with the audience unable to stop themselves from joining in!
The ‘We Will Rock You’ band for Ballarat Lyric Theatre’s 2021 production, has an extensive list of credits and
experience and is well-qualified to reproduce the iconic sound that so personifies the music of QUEEN.
Collectively, the ensemble and pit orchestra experience of all members is exhaustive, with appearances in
hundreds of shows. All have perfected their craft over many, many years and are able to play in multiple styles
and across many genres. Most are currently active in bands across the vibrant Ballarat music scene….whilst
still maintaining professional careers as music educators, sound engineer/music producer, veterinary surgeon
and a radiographer.
With the wonderful guitar riffs of Brian May performed brilliantly by Lyndon Kriss and Adam Cameron,
supported by the amazing rhythm section of Dave Clark on drums, Adrian Liston on percussion, Shane
Pearson driving the rock anthems on bass and both Jason Hubble and Stewart Greedy on keys, they will truly
“Rock You”!

Principals

Montgomery Wilson
Galileo
Prior to returning home from the UK, Montgomery was cast in the UK tour
of ‘Jersey Boys’. He is thrilled to be back home in Australia to perform as
Galileo Figaro in Ballarat Lyric Theatre’s production of ‘We Will Rock You’. His
training is extensive with a Masters in Musical Theatre Performance from the
prestigious Mountview London, Masters in Theatre and Performance, Acting
(Queen Mary University, London), Bachelor of Music (University of Melbourne
Conservatorium). Montgomery’s credits include Lead Vocalist, Royal Court
Theatre Company (Cunard, Queen Elizabeth Ship), Lead Vocalist, (Fred Olson,
Braemar Ship), ‘The Full Monty’ as Malcolm (StageArt) National Theatre. ‘We Will
Rock You’ is an incredible show and I’m just so grateful to be performing again
with an amazing cast and creative team. Let’s Rock!

Vanessa Belsar
Scaramouche
Vanessa has been performing in Ballarat with local theatre companies for
over a decade with her most notable roles in ‘Grease’, ‘The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee’, ‘Hairspray’ and as Kim in ‘Miss Saigon’. She was
choreographer for ‘The Phantom of the Opera’ (Lyric) and the Music Theatre
Guild of Victoria’s award winning ‘The Boy From Oz’. Vanessa has been a part
of Jayde Calisthenic Club for over 25 years as a competitor, soloist and coach.
She has competed at a national level on a number of occasions, coached
State champion teams and achieved her Bronze and Silver medals. By
day,Vanessa is a Performing Arts teacher at a local primary school, sharing her
passion for music, dance and drama with the next generation. Most recently,
Vanessa appeared in Staged By Creatives production of ‘Songs for a New
World’ and is thrilled to be treading the boards of Her Maj again and belting
out some QUEEN classics.

Rachel Angee
Killer Queen
Rachel has always loved to sing, from school productions through to local
theatre, rock bands and acapella choirs. Rachel re-discovered her love for
music theatre in BLOC’S ‘Wicked’ (2017). She went on to play Mrs Galahad in
‘Spamalot’ (2018) and Mrs Potts in ‘Beauty and the Beast ‘(2019). A huge fan
of QUEEN, Rachel is rapt to be performing the ‘Killer Queen’ role, after being
an ensemble member for Lyric’s ‘Les Misérables’ (2020), and as a soloist in ‘A
Day With Disney’ (2019). With such an awesome cast, crew and production
team, Rachel really hopes you will enjoy the “Real, live, funky, get-down, booty
shaking, rock and roll music” of QUEEN!

Gareth Grainger
Khashoggi
Once told he was “too nice” to play a villainous role, Gareth certainly sank his teeth
into Thénadier in Lyric’s ‘Les Misérables’ in 2020, and now he’s back to play the sinister
Chief of Police under the command of the ‘Killer Queen’! Prior performances include
Utterson in ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (2019), Lumière in BLOC Music Theatre’s ‘Beauty and the
Beast’ (2019), and Patsy in ‘Spamalot’ (2018). He has performed in numerous past
Lyric Theatre productions including ‘The Phantom of the Opera’, ‘Hairspray’, ‘CATS’
and ‘The Producers’. Gareth has an on-stage career spanning more than 20 years.
A highly regarded Music and Choral Director, Gareth was privileged to be Musical
Director for the 33rd Annual ‘Bruce’ Awards, held in Ballarat at the end of 2019.
Gareth is grateful to be performing again at Her Majesty’s, especially given the
‘unprecedented’ year we’ve just experienced. He hopes you enjoy this high-energy,
crazy, “Bohemian Rhapsody”!

Shelley Szova
Oz
Shelley has always loved the stage; a true performer at heart, it’s a rare sight to see a
day go by without her being creative in some way – be it dancing, singing, teaching
or candle making! In 2019 she completed a Double Diploma of Music Theatre and
Dance with Theatre Blacks (thank Freddie it was before the lockdowns) as well as
completing her AMEB vocal, piano and theory exams. Recent stage credits include
Clio the kitten ‘CATS’ (Ballarat Lyric Theatre), Natasha (Natasha, Pierre and the Great
Comet of 1812 – Theatre Blacks), ‘Marilyn Monroe Tribute’ (Creator/Performer) and
Mary Magdalene (Jesus Christ Superstar - Ballarat Lyric Theatre). Shelley is excited to
be back on stage once again.

Dylan Shalless
Brit
Dylan has been performing in Ballarat since 2001 and is excited to be performing
in ‘We Will Rock You’, his 35th production with Victorian community theatre groups.
He also volunteers backstage when time does not allow him to take to the stage.
He has been blessed in recent years to have played a number of dream roles from
Judas in ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ (2018) and Dr Henry Jekyll/ Mr Edward Hyde in
‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (2019) for Ballarat Lyric Theatre and, most recently, Drew Boley in ‘Rock
of Ages’ (2019) for the Horsham Arts Council, a role he understudied in Lyric’s 2016
production. Earlier this year, he directed and performed in ‘Songs for a New World’,
streamed online by Staged by Creatives, and Dylan is thrilled to be back performing
onstage after the challenges of 2020. He hopes you enjoy a rocking, rolling, energetic
and exciting night at the theatre!

Corey Hall
Buddy
From Ballan, Corey is making his Ballarat Lyric Theatre debut in ‘We Will
Rock You’. He has been studying singing for six years, including having the
opportunity to learn from the current leading lady in Disney’s Frozen: The
Musical, and Australian musical theatre star, Jemma Rix, at the Entertainment
88 studios. He has performed in the Sounds of Southbank choir in Melbourne
and with the Performing Arts Headquarters choir in Bacchus Marsh. He was
also a lead singer of the Yard Duty Birds, a band of primary school teachers
who had the opportunity to perform at the Palais Theatre in St. Kilda. He has
only recently rediscovered the joys of performing in musical theatre. Most
recently he performed in the 2019 PAHQ production of ‘Grease’ as the Teen
Angel and Vince Fontaine. Corey is super excited to have the opportunity to
perform with Lyric in the cast of ‘We Will Rock You’. He’s a great admirer of Elton
John, Bryan Adams and, of course, QUEEN. Rock on!

Featuring: Steve Moneghetti AM
as Himself
Born and bred in Ballarat, Steve Moneghetti rose to be one of Australia’s best
ever marathon runners. From winning a Bronze medal in his first ever marathon
at the Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh in 1986, he collected the full set
of marathon medals culminating in Gold in Victoria, Canada in 1994. He also
attended four Olympic Games finishing in the top ten on three occasions.
Since retiring in 2000 he has forged a career in sports administration as Chair
of the Victorian Institute of Sport, Mayor of the 2006 Commonwealth Games
Village and Chef de Mission of the last three Australian Commonwealth
Games Teams. Outside of sport Steve enjoys live music and good coffee. Whilst
he has appeared in a movie and three of his family have performed on stage,
‘We Will Rock You’ will mark his first run at musical theatre.

Mr Brakes
Bosch Car Service
- servicing Ballarat cars for over 40 years
• Expert Auto Servicing and Repairs

• New Car and Logbook Servicing

• Pre-Purchase and Roadworthy Inspections

• Brakes & Clutches

• Trusted and Friendly Service

• Nationwide Warranty

PH: 5337 6634
For everything your car needs.

Ensemble
Katherine Armati
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie

Kat started dancing 36 years ago, but is still keeping up with the young ones…mostly!
She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Dance from UWS. In her heyday, she worked as a
commercial dancer in Sydney, a cheerleader for the NSW Waratahs and dance teacher
at numerous Sydney studios, then in the Albury Wodonga region for many years. After hip
surgery late 2019 Kat steps back on stage proving you are never too old to be a dancer!

Matthew Bandy
Understudy Brit/Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
Matthew is very excited to be part of yet another great Lyric show. Not only on stage but
behind the scenes, this year being part of the set team creating the Killer Queen throne
and helping to bring this show to life. After playing the understudy for Enjolras in the 2020
production of ‘Les Misérables’, Matthew is ready and raring to get back on the stage this year.

Jessica Brady
Prince/Teacher
‘We Will Rock You’ is Jessica’s fourth consecutive production with Ballarat Lyric Theatre. Jess currently teaches
Performing Arts and Mathematics, coaches junior netball and volunteers on the Lyric committee as Publicity
Manager. It really is a miracle that she finds time to perform as well! Jess would like to acknowledge and thank
the entire ‘WWRY’ team, on stage and behind the scenes. She hopes the audiences enjoy being back in the
theatre, singing and dancing along to QUEEN, as much as she has loved bringing this show to the stage.

Hammond Buckland
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
This is Hammond’s first production with Lyric, having previously performed for various Melbourne companies.
His recent credits include:‘A Chorus Line’ (Williamstown Musical Theatre Company, 2019), Pforzheimer in ‘Legally
Blonde’ (Altona Theatre Company, 2019), 3-Legged Man in ‘Sideshow’ (WMTC, 2018), and Half Man-Half Woman,
in ‘The Addams Family’ (WMTC, 2015). Hammond lives and works in Ballarat as a radiation therapist. When not
performing, he spends his time playing modern board games and practicing hot yoga.

Genevieve Chalkley
Understudy Oz/Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
Genevieve is a singer and performer originally from Perth, Western Australia, making the
big move to Victoria in 2021. She has been singing for over eight years as a live musician
performing at venues like Optus Stadium, Crown Perth and Dreamworld. Most recent
shows include ‘Rock Of Ages’, ‘Kinky Boots’ and a musical tribute to Britney Spears and
Justin Timberlake.

Jordyn Chapman
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
Previously seen on stage in BLOC Jnr shows and on screen in the 2017 ‘State School
Spectacular’ as a featured dancer, Jordyn is so excited for her Lyric Theatre debut. As a
dancer and performer of 18 years, Jordyn counts herself extremely lucky to have made a
career in something she loves, currently teaching in three dance schools across Ballarat
and choreographing various local high school musicals.

Heleana Cook
Teen Queen/Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
Heleana is studying for a teaching degree at Fed Uni. This is Heleana’s second
production with Lyric after performing in ‘Les Misérables’ in 2020. She has been
performing on stage from an early age of 3, beginning with the BCMA’s production ‘The
Faraway Tree’ where she played the Little Angry Pixie. Heleana is also excited to perform
with her boyfriend Jai and hopes you all enjoy the show.

Jacinta Drake
David Bowie
‘We Will Rock You’ is Jacinta’s first musical to perform in. She has many years of singing
experience in bands, gigs and churches. She has performed as an extra in various TV
shows and commercials. Jacinta enjoys singing, dirt bike riding and playing basketball
(even though she is 5’2), and she hopes you enjoy the show!

Isabelle Farrah
KD Lang
Izzy has been performing on stage since she was very young. Her most recent roles
have included Tamatoa in ‘Moana Jr’ and Motormouth Maybelle in ‘Hairspray Jr’. Izzy is
currently a Musical Theatre student at the Ballarat Centre of Music & the Arts, as well as
a singer/songwriter/recording artist, playing guitar, drums and piano in multiple bands.
This is Izzy’s second Lyric Theatre production.

Matthew Gay
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
Matt studied dance for 12 years at Ballarat Ballet Centre. His involvement in theatre
began as a cast member in BLOC’s junior production of ‘Music Man’ (2007). Followed by
‘High School Musical’, ‘Alice in Wonderland’, ‘My Son Pinocchio’ and ‘Camp Rock’. Senior
productions with BLOC include ‘Anything Goes’ and ‘The Drowsy Chaperone’. Matt’s last
show with Lyric was ‘CATS’ (2017). After a 4 year break, he is excited to be back on stage.

Zara Hayward
Michael Hutchence
‘A Day With Disney’ was Zara’s first experience as a dancer with Ballarat Lyric Theatre, and she is very
excited to be back with this amazing company! Zara studies at the BCMA and has been performing
for as long as she can remember. Zara has performed in a number of musicals, including the
Australian premiere of ‘The Battle of Boat’, Opera Australia’s ‘The Marriage of Figaro’, BLOC’s ‘Bugsy
Malone’,‘The Little Mermaid’, and ‘Broadway to Ballarat’, to name some highlights.

Tori Heenan
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie (Dance Captain)
‘We Will Rock You’ marks Tori’s fourth senior production with Ballarat Lyric Theatre, following
‘CATS’ (2017), ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ (2018) and ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (2019). Tori’s love for
performing arts has been growing and developing from a young age, through performing
with the BCMA and various other performance companies. Tori is represented by BCMA TMA.
She has enjoyed the excitement QUEEN has to offer and hopes you do too!

Jai Hillas
Madonna
Jai is currently studying primary teaching at ACU Ballarat. Previously, Jai has performed
in two BLOC productions and ‘We Will Rock You’ is his second Lyric production after being
part of ‘Les Misérables’ last year which luckily ended right before COVID. He is excited
to finally be in a musical where his Dad likes the music, as well as share this experience
with his beautiful girlfriend Heleana.

Sarah Hiller
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
Sarah started dancing at age 4 and has loved performing ever since. She trained
with Kelly Cimbaljevic at Instyle Dance Company for many years and currently enjoys
participating in classes at Jete! Exploring Dance. At age 15 she started singing lessons
with Phil Johnston. A lifelong dream to perform in a musical, Sarah is thrilled to be
making her musical theatre debut in this production of ‘We Will Rock You’.

Phillip Howden
Big Boppa/Teacher
This is Phillip’s third show with Ballarat Lyric Theatre, appearing in ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ then as the
Bishop of Basingstoke in ‘Jekyll & Hyde’. He is currently studying a Bachelor of Music (Music Theatre) at
the Australian Institute of Music and has been taking singing lessons with Phil Johnston for 12 years. Phillip
wishes to thank the production team for this opportunity, and would like to dedicate his performance in
‘WWRY’ to his number one fan and best friend, his mother Rosalea, who sadly passed away in May this year.

Matthew Kaess
Understudy Khashoggi/Justin Bieber
Since playing the Scarecrow in high school in ‘The Wizard of Oz’, Matthew performed
for six years in Ballarat’s Sweet Mona’s Choir. With the coaching and support of Paula
Heenan, he landed the role as the Bishop’s Understudy in the Ballarat Lyric Theatre 2020
production of ‘Les Misérables’. Matthew is excited to be working again with the Lyric
Theatre team, singing such iconic music in ‘We Will Rock You’.

Lochlain Kelly
Lady Ga Ga
Lochie is not a new face around the cast and crew of the Lyric Theatre family. For the
past few productions Lochie has been a devoted member of the backstage crew. Lochie
is extremely thankful to the cast, crew and production team of ‘We Will Rock You’ for
giving him this very exciting opportunity on stage.

Tess Kelly
Pit Singer
Tess has performed in two previous Lyric shows; ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ (2018) and ‘Jekyll
& Hyde’ (2019). She has taken on a more backstage role this year, predominantly singing
in the pit, but also as Production Manager for this wonderfully funny and colourful
performance. She would like to thank Ballarat Lyric Theatre for giving her the opportunity
to learn new roles in theatre production whilst still being able to sing her heart out!

Joe Lacey
Understudy Buddy/Tina Turner
Joe completed a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Drama, at La Trobe University. He has previously
performed with Maryborough Theatre Company, including in ‘The Wedding Singer’ as Robbie Hart.
In 2019, he performed at the ‘Prague Fringe Festival’ with the Australian Shakespeare Company.
Most recently Joe appeared in Lyric’s 2020 Production of ‘Les Misérables’. He is excited to be
returning to the stage and hopes you enjoy his performance.

Daniel Lamech
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie (Dance Captain)
Daniel began singing lessons at the age of 4. Fast-forward to 2005, he performed nationally and
internationally with Gondwana Voices, began studying musical theatre at WAAPA (2008), and
completed a Bachelor of Music Theatre at the Arts Academy, Federation University Australia (2018).
Daniel created Red Mill Productions (2013) with other local artists, showcasing cabaret and burlesque.
He teaches voice at the BCMA and is proud to be a part of the wider Ballarat theatre community.

Zenaye McKee
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
Zenaye teaches dance at Soraya McKee Dance Society and studies advanced dance/music theatre
at Centrestage Brunswick, voice with Maxine Montgomery and drama with Mary-Rose McLaren. Stage
highlights – ‘A Chorus Line’ (Sheila),‘Les Misérables’,‘Battle of Boat’ - Australian premiere (Frances),‘Starlight
Express’ (Caboose),‘Shrek’ (Mama Ogre/Teen Fiona),‘Urinetown’ (Little Sally),‘West Side Story’ (Shark Girl),
‘Mary Poppins’ (Jane Banks),‘My Son Pinocchio’ (Junior). Zenaye hopes you enjoy ‘We Will Rock You’.

Bethany Moloney
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
This show is Beth’s third with Ballarat Lyric Theatre, after ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ (2018), and ‘Jekyll &
Hyde’ (2019). Beth is currently a Dance Teacher at Project Dance, and has completed a Certificate IV
in Dance Teaching from Transit Dance in Melbourne. She also trained with the Victorian College of the
Arts Music Theatre Studio program in 2015. Following the interesting year that was ‘2020’, Bethany is
thrilled to be doing what she loves back on stage, and sharing a show with audiences once again.

Brandon Moore-Trye
Ed Sheeran
Brandon is excited to be returning to the stage for his third consecutive Lyric show having
previously appeared in ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ and ‘Les Misérables’. Brandon began his music
theatre career in high school with ‘Beauty and the Beast’ in 2018 and is now studying
a Bachelor of Music Theatre at the Australian Institute of Music in Melbourne. He is very
excited to be back performing and hopes you enjoy the show!

Alexander Morley
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
After waiting for over a year, Alexander is thrilled to be back on the stage in ‘We Will
Rock You’. He’s also happy for a more contemporary musical, following the classical
productions of ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (2019) and ‘Les Misérables’ (2020). Alexander thirsts for
more after being cast in the ensemble and hopes after more training he will achieve his
performance goals.

Rylie Mulrooney
Teen Queen/Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
Rylie has loved performing on stage since the age of 4. She has studied a range of dance
genres at various schools including Brooks School of Dance Point Cook, Anita Coutts, Jete,
BCMA and Curtain Call. Rylie studies VET Certificate II Dance, alongside her Year 11 VCE
subjects. She is very excited to step into an ensemble role in ‘We Will Rock You’ after working
backstage within the amazing Lyric Theatre community for the past three years.

Harriet Murphy
Teen Queen/Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
This is Harriet’s first production with Lyric and she’s thrilled to be sharing the stage with
some amazing performers. Music and the Arts have always been a big part of Harriet’s life,
singing and dancing at the Ballarat Centre of Music & the Arts since 2009. She has also
performed in numerous productions with BLOC. Her favourites being ‘Wicked’, ‘Beauty and
the Beast’ and ‘Bugsy Malone’.

Victoria Parry
Mick Jagger
This is Victoria’s first show with Ballarat Lyric Theatre. She has loved musical theatre since
her parents took her to see ‘Les Misérables’ at the age of 5. Involved in drama and music
during her schooling days, she then had a hiatus from the arts whilst pursuing a career
in nursing and becoming a Mum to Samuel (8), Georgia (5) and Sophie (2). Victoria
loves being in this cast.

Lilly Pennell
Teen Queen/Kurt Cobain
Lilly is very excited about being a part of her first Lyric production. She is in Year 11 at
Ballarat High School studying music and theatre. Lilly loves to sing and dance and has
been in a number of other productions including, ‘Camp Rock’, ‘Mary Poppins’, ‘Bugsy
Malone’, ‘Little Mermaid’ and ‘CATS’ in Melbourne. She can’t wait for you to see this show
and hopes you will all sing along.

Catherine Pettie
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie (Dance Captain)
Catherine is thrilled to be returning to the stage with such an energetic show like ‘WWRY’.
Catherine’s love for musical theatre grew whilst learning at BCMA where she studied and later
taught. Catherine’s credits include Dance Captain in ’‘Mary Poppins’ (BLOC), Cassandra in
‘CATS’ (Lyric), ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ (Lyric), Lucy Understudy in ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (Lyric). Catherine
would like to dedicate this show to her parents who introduced her to QUEEN.

Dana Reynolds
Alice Cooper
Dana is excited to perform in her first Ballarat Lyric Theatre production. She attends the BCMA’s
musical theatre and dance classes and receives vocal tuition from Paula Heenan. Dana has
performed in numerous musicals, including the lead roles of Donkey in ‘Shrek’, Wendy in ‘Peter Pan’,
and Marty in ‘Madagascar’ as well as ensemble roles in Take the Mic’s ‘The Lion King Jnr’ and JTC’s
‘Finding Nemo Kids’. She hopes you enjoy the show as much as she has enjoyed being in it!

Emma Rix
Pit Singer
Emma is delighted to be back on stage after taking a short break from theatre. She has
previously performed in a multitude of shows over the years, most notably, Reno Sweeney in
BLOC’s ‘Anything Goes’, Ellen in BLOC’s ‘Miss Saigon’ and Grizabella in Lyric’s ‘CATS.’ Emma
has performed in plays with Ballarat National Theatre and the Ballarat Theatre Company.

Paul Roberts
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
‘We Will Rock You’ marks Paul’s third show with Ballarat Lyric Theatre. Paul performed in ‘Wicked’ (BLOC,
2017) and assisted as backstage and sound crew for other BLOC shows. Paul was thrilled to play Mr
Bingley in Ballarat National Theatres ‘Pride & Prejudice’ both onstage in 2018 and the 2020 podcast,
Sir Archibald Proops in Lyric’s ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (2019), ensemble in BLOC’s ‘Beauty and the Beast’ (2019)
and ensemble/student Lesgles in Lyric’s production of ‘Les Misérables’ (2020).

Dominique Sharp
Understudy Killer Queen/Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
‘We Will Rock You’ is Dominique’s third show with Lyric, and possibly her favourite one so
far! Dom has been excited to jump into these childhood classics, and has loved being
in this incredible team. She would like to thank her family for their patience through the
frequent renditions of ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ she performed as a child, and is certain the
audience will enjoy this performance a lot more!

Emerson Tolliday
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
Emerson has been performing in musicals for the past eight years, this will be his fouth
production with Ballarat Lyric Theatre. He previously performed in the ensemble of ‘Jesus
Christ Superstar’, ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ and ‘Les Misérables’. He is really looking forward to being
on stage once again in ‘We Will Rock You’. Emerson is ready to rock and roll! Are you?!

Caleb Tong
Cyndi Lauper
‘We Will Rock You’ marks Caleb’s second production with Ballarat Lyric Theatre, having been
a part of ‘Les Misérables’ in 2020. Caleb has previously featured as a singer and guitarist for
many local bands and has a passion for making music of all kinds. He has been singing and
performing since he was 5 and is excited to be back on stage in this production.

Elaine Tso
Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
Elaine is a talented newcomer to the Ballarat performing arts scene. She’s excited to be
making her theatrical debut with Ballarat Lyric Theatre in ‘We Will Rock You’. Back in 2007
Elaine performed in a production of ‘Grease’ in Geelong. She has wanted to perform
ever since she was young and is finally pursuing the dream! She’s two years into singing
lessons and is eager to grow to her full potential.

Mei Turnbull
Teen Queen/Ga Ga Kid/Yuppie
Before moving to Ballarat in 2010, Mei was a Contemporary Vocal Major at the Australian
Institute of Music in Sydney. In recent years, Mei has been establishing herself on the
amateur pole fitness scene where she is known as “Lyka Fox”. Highlights of Mei’s career
include: playing Blanche Du Bois at AIM in 2006, becoming a PhysiPole sponsored
athlete in 2015, and Australia’s first Pole Warrior in 2016.

Jessica Wilkinson
AC/DC
Jess is a theatre lover, but a performance rookie! Jess is excited to be making her
theatre debut in ‘We Will Rock You’. Her love for rock ‘n’ roll and musical theatre have
serendipitously combined and prompted Jess to transition from delighted spectator to
enthusiastic participant. She hopes to inspire Lucy, Oscar and Alice to find confidence in
doing the things they love.

Genevieve Withers
George Michael
Genevieve is a recent graduate of a Bachelor of Criminology. She has performed in
several musical productions including ‘The Music Machine’, a dancer and ensemble
member in ‘Takin it Through the Day’, a dancer and ensemble member in ‘Esther’, Chava
in ‘Fiddler on the Roof’, and was an ensemble member in Lyric’s 2020 production of ‘Les
Misérables’. She is enthusiastic to perform as part of the ensemble!

Kristiana Withers
Boy George/Teacher
Kristiana is excited to be a part of the cast for ‘We Will Rock You’ with Ballarat Lyric
Theatre, having choral directed ‘Les Misérables’ in 2020. Her previous theatrical roles
have included co-directing and producing a number of high school musicals including
‘Fiddler on the Roof Jnr’ and performing in the ensemble of the 2016 BLOC production
of ‘Wicked’.
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